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prey (photo by Mayra Amboni). Top right,

Fig. 25.1 Top left, Zygometis lactea awaits its
hs of Thomisus spectabilis (all Thomisidae)

Sidymella longipes. Bottom, yellow and white morp



Fig. 25.2 Thomisus spectabilis (Thomisidae) on a white daisy, (a) under light visible to humans
and (b) the same animal photographed using only UV light (below 400 nm). Figure from Heiling
and Herberstein (2004); reprinted with kind permission of Highwire Press
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Diacea evanida (Koch, 1867)

Sidymella lobata (Koch, 1874)
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Fig. 25.3 On the /eft: a typical spectrum of a UV-reflective Thomisus spectabilis (Thomisidae).
On the right: a cross section of the spider’s opisthosoma depicting the three components
contributing to the observed crab spider colouration: cuticle (C), hypodermis (H) and guanocytes
(G). Incoming light is absorbed by the cuticle and by pigments or crystals present in the hypoder-
mis. The light that reaches the guanocytes is then reflected back to the observer. UV-refiective
individuals have very few pigments and crystals in the hypodermis, making it transparent to the
UV light that is reflected by guanine crystals ;
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